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The Fife Licensed Trade Association (FLTA) is an independent trade association 
representing the hospitality sector in Fife in 'on sales' venues and we understand there 
is consideration/ proposals to do away with the uniform business rates system in 
Scotland and have the individual (32) unitary authorities responsible for all aspects of 
rates. The FLTA as a body is opposed to this. 
 
The Licensed Trade is unfairly treated at present, we have a member with a 
Hypothetically Achievable Turnover of £350,000 per annum and paying £18000 per 
annum in business rates and at the same time are aware of businesses in various 
sectors with a similar turnover, with better net profit margins, that don’t pay anything. 
We are aware of 3 of our members who have ceased trading since the last rates re-
valuation, with level of business rates being a factor, and a fourth may follow suit 
should an appeal prove unsuccessful. 
 
If the government’s policy of having half the business sector out of rates continues 
down to Local Authorities, these anomalies we anticipate will be aggravated further. 
 
In Fife we appear to already suffer from this individual unitary authority idea, with Fife 
Council appearing to turn down all requests for Rural Relief. 
 
Two additional points we would note are that all businesses benefit from the facilities, 
roads, pavements lighting etc yet too few pay, Fife for example has 2379 offices 
(including banks) in its rating book yet the average Rateable Value per property is 
£11700, out of rates as a sector on average. 
 
We did attend the Kirkcaldy Barclay review meeting and there was a feeling among 
the attendees that they should all be paying a contribution, one delegate highlighted 
he had 3 businesses 2 in rates and one out of rates, of the three businesses the one 
that could afford to pay rates was the one that was out of rates. Ability to pay is totally 
ignored. As previously mentioned uniformity across Scotland we feel should be the 
way forward, the local distortions that are likely to occur to us don’t bear thinking about. 
 
 
 
 


